TREATMENT OF HIS  SOURCES   8T

Constance, having refused to renounce her
faith, " for no fair promise of wealth or
honour, nor for any threat of punishment or
death," is set adrift in an open boat, with
provision enough to last her for three years,
and also with all the treasure which she had
brought with her as a bride. For three whole
years she drifts about on the great ocean.
" Then, in the eighth month of the fourth
year, God who steered the ship of the holy
man Noah in the great flood, sent a favourable
wind, and drove the ship to England, under a
castle in the kingdom of Northumberland,
near Humber." Elda, the warden of the
castle, goes down to ask her of her condition.
" And she answered him in Saxon ... as
one who was learned in divers languages, as
is aforesaid." The good warden receives her
hospitably, and his wife Hermingild becomes
so enamoured of the maiden cc that nothing
could happen to her that she would not do
according to her will." Then follows the
conversion of Hermingild and Elda owing to
a miracle wrought by Constance upon a blind
man. Elda tells Alle, King of Northumber-
land, of the wonderful maiden at his castle,
and Alle is about to visit her when dire distress
falls upon the three friends- A felon kiiight,